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NEW POLITICAL & ECONOMICAL REALITY



In just 30 years,
our industry will 
have to change 
not only how we 
produce but also 
what we produce

climate neutral
Going Going circular

Going digital
sustainable chemicals
Transition to safe and

Double
twin

transition

Our industry was one of 
the first to support the EU 
Green Deal. 

We have the ambition to 
go climate neutral by 
2050.



The European Chemical Industry at a breaking point…

4Cefic & Advancy study on competitiveness of the chemical industry – published 10/01/2025

https://cefic.org/media-corner/newsroom/chemical-industrys-new-competitiveness-report-underlines-the-need-for-bold-action-from-eu-decision-makers/


Closure announcements of more than 11 million ton 
production capacity in Europe in last 2 years

• Clear break in trend: this is more 
than 10 times higher than the 
historical variation

• Belgium has long been largely 
spared compared to 
neighboring countries, but no 
longer escapes this trend

• Some recent announcements 
from last months: 
– TotalEnergies closes the oldest of 

2steam crackers at its Antwerp site by 
2027(ethylene)

– Yara shuts down ammonia production



From Antwerp Declaration to
Clean Industrial Deal



Antwerp Declaration 

https://antwerp-declaration.eu/


Chemicals industry package - simplify REACH
EU political guidelines

“the revision of the REACH Regulation will 
cover the existing acquis and new initiatives 
on chemicals, bringing a real simplification 
on the ground and ensuring faster decision-
making on important hazards, as well as 
sustainability, competitiveness, security and 
safety.” 

Europe’s choice: political guidelines 2024-2029 Competitiveness Compass for the EU

e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en%20(europa.eu)
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-f63ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/10017eb1-4722-4333-add2-e0ed18105a34_en
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EU COM president political guideline

• Making Europe simpler and faster’ a political ambition steering the 
chemicals industry package?

• The Commission president’s political guidelines call for making 
business easier and faster in Europe by:
1. Reducing administrative and reporting requirements (target reduction: 

25% and 35% for SMEs);
2. Ensuring new legislative proposals are simpler and more targeted;
3. Running a Stress Test of the EU acquis: the exercise that each 

Directorate-General will go through to ‘stress test’ their legislation with 
the aim to find aspects to simplify, reduce overlaps and remove 
incoherences



Many realisations and changes in 20 years …
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°CLP
31/12/2008

CLP
Regular adaptations CLH & GHS

°REACH
18/12/2006

1/12/2010  CLP substances

1/06/2015  CLP mixtures

1/06/2017  CLP DSD/DPD

1/12/2010  registration CMR>1t/a; R50/53>100 t/a; >1000t/a

Pre-registration

1/06/2013  registration >100t/a

1/06/2018 registration >1t/a

28/10/2008   SVHC

   restriction & autorisation

   evaluation
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10 ACTIONS FOR REACH SIMPLIFICATION
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https://cefic.org/app/uploads/2025/02/Cefics-10-Point-Action-to-Simplify-REACH.pdf

https://cefic.org/app/uploads/2025/02/Cefics-10-Point-Action-to-Simplify-REACH.pdf


Action 2: increase predictability for regulatory 
risk management

• Current system too complex & 

not transparent

• Multiple authorities involved

• data to base decision on?

• Stakeholder involvement?

• Put one substance, one 

assessment into practice
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increase predictability for regulatory risk management

REACH Action Plan – Action 2 Increase predictability for regulatory risk management - cefic

https://cefic.org/resources/reach-action-plan-action-2-increase-predictability-for-regulatory-risk-management/


Advantages of the central upfront analysis of data

Clear identification of 
"problematic uses of substances“ and 
appropriate regulatory tools to control 

identified risks

More clarity for industry, 
enabling smarter investment 

and prioritisation of resources 
for substitution

Enable authorities to prioritise 
resources where it matters the most

Enhance the Single Market by 
predictable, harmonised and 

coordinated actions in line with One 
Substance One Assessment (OSOA)



Modernise data requirements & processes



• Polymers are complex compounds substantially 
different from small molecules

• number of polymers in the EU Market is 
substantial
– estimated to be between 200,000 to 400,000

• Legislation in place for polymers
– REACH registration for monomers & additives
– REACH restriction & authorization

o Eg microplastics
– CLP hazard identification & communication
– SDS
– Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD)
– Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
– Food contact materials (FCM) …

Avoid additional requirements for polymers
Develop a holistic polymer strategy first

• No copy/paste possible from current substance 
registration to polymers
– OSOR: sameness polymers ?
– Data requirements: high molar mass & often limited solubility

• Clear problem definition needed first

REACH Action Plan – Action 5 Avoid additional requirements 
for polymers – develop a holistic strategy first - cefic

https://cefic.org/resources/reach-action-plan-action-5-avoid-additional-requirements-for-polymers-develop-a-holistic-strategy-first/
https://cefic.org/resources/reach-action-plan-action-5-avoid-additional-requirements-for-polymers-develop-a-holistic-strategy-first/


No introduction of a Mixture allocation Factor (MAF)

• Generic MAF as additional safety margin for all 
substances would impose significant 
administrative burden without effectively 
addressing the unintended combined 
exposures

• Majority of combined exposures no concern
• Concern driven by small number of compounds

• Need more research
• Use more targeted existing legislation

REACH Action Plan – Action 6 Avoid integrating MAF in REACH - cefic

comprehensive research study in this field, commissioned by 
Cefic and conducted by Arche Consulting, included a detailed 
review of monitored mixtures of chemicals in surface waters 

Chemical Mixtures Assessment | ARCHE Consulting

https://cefic.org/resources/reach-action-plan-action-6-avoid-integrating-maf-in-reach/
https://arche-consulting.be/tools/chemical-mixtures-assessment
https://arche-consulting.be/tools/chemical-mixtures-assessment


19https://cefic.org/app/uploads/2025/02/Cefics-10-Point-Action-to-Simplify-REACH.pdf

https://cefic.org/app/uploads/2025/02/Cefics-10-Point-Action-to-Simplify-REACH.pdf
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ENFORCEABLE AND ENFORCED LEGISLATION



More enforcement on imported articles needed
to protect consumers, environment & circular economy

• Legislation must be enforceable
– Unambiguously identified 

substances
– Analytical measurement methods 

available

• legislation must be enforced
– Also for online sales!

• Need for EU coordinated action 
& help
– Labs, methods, sampling …
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Cefic analysis based on RAPEX 2019 & 2022 & 2023
 - chemicals non compliance: phthalates more or less 
stable of the years
- Non compliance: origin large majority from outside EU

https://ec.europa.eu/consumers/consumers_safety/safety_products/rapex/alerts/?event=main.listNotifications&lng=en
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CONCLUSION



More predictable, science & 
evidence based framework for 
regulating chemicals

Modernise data requirements & 
processes

Avoid adding unnecessary 
burden for industry
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Simplifying REACH regulation & maintaining high standards of 
protection for human health and the environment

Ensure rules on chemicals are 
enforced & enforceable



Belgian Federation for Chemistry 
and Life Sciences Industries

Silver Building
Boulevard Auguste Reyerslaan 70

B-1030 Brussels
Tel + 32 2 238 97 11
www.essenscia.be
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